Walpole Public Schools Spring -School Year

GOOD NEWS

Volume 2, Issue 3
WPS ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR SCHOOL
YEAR 2009/2010

in May, the Walpole School Committee Goldin Foundation for Excellence in
and administration shared some of the Education Award.
great accomplishments from our youngest
students to our soon-to-be graduates. These
accomplishments could not have been done with-
out the combined efforts of many and the great
spirit present in our schools.

n tthe Walpole Annual Town Meeting held ﬂ FiSher teaChel’ Shevon Kuznezov received The

1 Elementary and middle school students
participated in a year-long reading
incentive program call ed

BN

books. 0

1 Old Post Road collected over $7,000 for aid

Some highlights include: assistance to Haiti as part of the American

1 Boyden School had twelve students Red Cross effort.
receive awards from the Massachusetts
Aggression Reduction Center for anti- 1 A team of EIm Street fifth graders were
chosen to participate in Bridgewater State

bullying projects.
Coll egeds I nvention Conve

1 Walpole High School Green Team created

a Xeriscape garden at Boyden School. T Boyden School students and staff
collected over 1,000 shoes for Haiti.

1 Walpole High School Green Team was
recognized by the State for its efforts in
environmental ecology.

=

Pre-K through 12 grades participated in
Operation Iragi which provided many gift

packages for our troops.
1 Students at Walpole High School raised

$2,300 for the March for Matt Brown.

Continued on page 3
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About Good News

Good News is published by the Walpole Public Schools Strategic Planning Committee under the auspices of
the Community Partnership Committee (Goal #3). We are seeking more funding through advertising so that
we can mail our newsletter to every household in Walpole. We welcome your comments and suggestions.
Please send an email to goodnews@walpole.k12.ma.us.
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Walpole Scholarship Foundation

Walpole High School students V i
participated in Rachelimalle%V@%Stf%ﬁmsﬂite%get
- Walpole, MA 02081 (508) 668 -9282

up a club with over 100 members.
Rachel 6s Challeng e. focluses M.Wa%orles%h&alrsigpijouﬂdgtion.orq
support and empathy for all students in
the high school.

1 Established in 1983
Pre-K through grade 12 participated in a

food drive for the Walpole Food Pantry. T Totally volunteer Board of Trustees
1 Dedicated to assist and encourage

residents of Walpole to obtain post
secondary cultural, vocational or

Walpole High School Honor Society
students volunteered in the elementary

schools with school and homework professional education

assistance and Family Math Science -

Nights. T Awarded over $2.25 millionto
Walpole students to pursue their

Bird Middle School students sponsored a post-secondary education

AiDodge Hunger 0o Dodgeball Tour nament

to raise money for the Walpole Food

Pantry.

Bird Middle School students started a
6Dare To Be Different Clubo6 to raise
awareness for tolerance and acceptance.

4\

[ 2y AN Gdzf I GA2ya (2 2Q{Q aidlFF IyR aiddzRSyila
for a job well done! Juni or Wo man 6
Walpole proudly sponsors
the Walpole Schools

Visit us at www.thejwcw.org
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GEE! HAW! HIKE! MUSH!

Nancy Carroll, 4th Grade Teacher, Boyden School

-—

ee, haw, hi ke mushéare
G terms the students in Room 310 learned as el w |m ‘ :i_{f .
they foll owed Al askabos : A o
Race. The race began the first weekend in March with
a ceremonial start in Anchorage. Mushers and their & ’
dogs traveled approximately 1049 miles to the finish ' ﬁ”

in Nome. The race usually lasts from nine to fourteen
days. It provides a perfect opportunity for learning.

The Iditarod is such a great topic for students to
study as it is relevant, appealing and full of curriculum
related activities. English Language Arts, Math,
Science, Social Studies, Art and Physical Education are
all addressed during this unit of study.

This year the students participated in
activities that included:

1 Researching mushers, writing Musher The Iditarod engages all the students as there
Biography Poems; is something for everybody. You know the kids are

hooked when they come to school and talk about
n tthg mushers just like they talk about the Red Sox

A student tries out the dog sled.

1 Checking and graphing weather data for one
of the raceds checkpoi

. . players!

f Reading stories such asBalto , Stone Fox,
&My stery on Alaskads I ditarod Trai’l
Following the Mushers on Iditarod.com ; | \
Learning about the West Region and Alaska,; o » = '~
Performing a play for the school about the | 4 :
rules of the race;
Al ditercisingo to Iditarod s

Creating Alaskan totem poles as well as many
other activities.

These experiences were complimented by a visit
from Alaskan author Debbie Miller who spoke to the
fourth graders about her book, The Great Serum
Race, which speaks to the diphtheria epidemic of -l
1925. The Iditarod trail today follows much of that
route.

Alaskan totem poles created by students


http://www.iditarod.com
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PENNY WARS FOR HAITI

Liane Jalette, WHS Health and Physical Education Teacher

fter the devastating earthquake struck BedetaTortue @ @ OCEAN
A Haiti on January 12, 2009, the students s vl s

and staff at Walpole High School wanted e Rouge PNt | ko e
to do something to help. Liane Jalette, a Health °°'!‘>2:§:$§gge -sgmﬁ%ﬁé;‘guawye
and Physical Education teacher at the high school, Saint-Marce - Cantre Hinche
approached Mr. Stephen Imbusch and asked if the e 2o 1o SR R 20 INCAN
members of Walpole High School could run a Chambellan J:.:T: B e!’ort-aug::::g"."’;fﬁil:me
fundraiser to help the people of Haiti. The specifics Parc MElole s o 2 Pam?g:ngl 2SR
were discussed and without hesitation, Mr. Pt SR s . SLaborleux 2mel
Imbusch gave the thumbs up and was 100% S "
behind running the fundraiser. Mrs. Jalette e —t00 kL ©
approached Student Council advisors Emily Loflin

and Kerry McMenimen with the idea of Student
Council running a penny wars under the three staff

member s6 supervision. Th ey chHfyé & novlré dbstto us. Moreover, Walpole

enthusiastic about the idea, especially knowing Cooperative Bank promised to contribute matching

that Student Council members were on board. funds in the amount of $500.00 for the first $500.00

Student Council ran the money tables during all that we could raise. We cannot thank Walpole

four lunches for two weeks. Cooperative enough for their assistance and their
Walpole High School students and staff, and generous contribution to our cause.

Walpole Cooperative Bank joined forces in the The students were highly motivated and their

fundraising efforts. A 0 Rfddis¥r wil¥d sutc@ss. fit Was 4 §reéai eRpBriencd fér N

from January 26t - February 9. There was a jar the students to be given a venue to think beyond their

placed in the cafeteria representing each class at immediate world and donate to those in need.

WHS and one additional for the faculty and staff.
Students, faculty and staff were to place money in
any denomination into a jar other than their own
class. The object was to be the class with the least
amount of money in their jar. In order to assure
that, you had to put money in the other jars, hence,
AThe Penny War so.

The fact that Walpole Cooperative Bank teamed up
with Walpole High School really added to the
community spirit and what giving is all about. This
was truly an act of community service of people
helping our neighbors in need. We are proud of the
students, staff and members of Walpole Cooperative

Bank in al/l they did to helop
After two weeks of fundraising, Walpole High

School students and staff raised $700.10 to donate

to AThe American Red Cross Haiti Relief Fund. o
Walpole Cooperative Bank played a significant role

in making this fundraiser an even bigger success.

Walpole Cooperative Bank agreed to help count
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@ PSYCHOLOGY IN ACTION

Karen Sullivan, WHS Psychology Teacher

fter attending an in -school field trip in Following her engaging presentation, students
A which Mrs. Shauna Jean spoke about asked interesting questions about methods used to
applications of classical and operant modify behavior including the controversial use of
conditioning, Psychology student Emily Montagno aversion therapies. Mrs. J
commented, flt is always i Romanegtlepretigajconcepts ith reaql life exapgy ¢
what makes learning practical is the ability to under- ples giving students an in:
stand how we use what we | ®B8%OR in daily life.o A
Behavioral Services Coordinator for The Education Another student summed up the sentiments of
Cooperative (TEC), Mrs. Jean generously offered to many when he said, AMrs. J
discuss practical applications of behavior about ABA therapy. | learned so much while being
modification and her career as a behavioral analyst. entertained by her funny stories and pretty chill
Mrs. Jean explained the four main functions of attitude about ABA. You could tell she loves her
behavior and provided several interesting examples job. She almost inspires people to look into that
of how contingencies of reinforcement can be used type of work. o
to develop programs to improve the lives of her Psychology students and teachers are grateful
clients and their caregivers. Students were to Mrs. Jean for her enthusiasm, insight and will-

i mpressed with Mrs. Jeanos indnds8t¥ihsrérerkno®lBdbe aRdeRperierRds.
and many developed a better understanding of the

concepts studied in class.

Psychology students learn first hand from an expert in the field.
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A\ FEELING GOOD STARTS YOUNG
N 4

Jennifer Bernard, Principal Feeney Preschool

year of fully impl eme skilsimygungchildrenmayvavil ganslate to
Step: A Violence Pr ev auyfentsyhp reppechall pthersand demonstrate em-
pathy, impulse control, as well as good problem

solving skills.

T he Daniel Feeney Preschool is in its first Identifying and developing these emotions and

This curriculum created for students from
preschool to middle school is designed to teach
critical social and emotional skills. Research has
shown that children with weak social and
emotional skills are at risk for developing prob-
lems at school. Goals of the curriculum focus on
reducing aggressive and disruptive behavior while
promoting social -emotional competence.

Charlie Ferro, school psychologist, coteaches
this program along with the preschool staff. Mr.
Ferro is pictured at right showing a group of
preschool children a picture of an angry child.
During this lesson, Mr. Ferro leads the children in
discussing anger, identifying times when they have
felt anger and reviewing ways to express their
anger in socially acceptable ways. The preschool
children enjoy Mr. Ferroi
from his instruction.

Charlie Ferro teaching a Second Step lesson in the
preschool.
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BMS STUDENTS AS TEACHERS

h

Lisa Goldman and Katie Basilotto, Student Council Advisors

ith determination, patience and smiles, BMS Student Council members from sixth,
W Wal pol eds senior ci t isSevenfandgighth grades lepkeqfpryadd)togthis
School students worked together to solve ~ Opportunity to be teachers and thoroughly enjoyed
the mystery of the PC. On Thursday, April 291, the the afternoon.
BMS Student Council, in cooperation with the Council Discussions with their senior students about
on Aging, put together a basic computer training world events, politics and family connections
session for Walpolebs seniaddedEtghstesdenbosed aekpende
the session and for two hours, Student Council the session, both sets of students wanted to know
members expertly and patiently worked with a senior when the next chance to work together again might
student to show the basics of using the keyboard and happen. BMS Student Council advisors are already
mouse, Internet, and word processing. Senior students looking forward to helping the groups plan for a
were genuinely impressed wsessioninthedallBMS st udent so

kindness and patience in teaching real novices some-
thing that has become so secondnature to young
people.

Bird Middle School Student Council members worked with seniors to teach them the basics of using the keyboard, the mouse, the

Internet, and word processing.
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A\ WHS ROBOREBELS -
) 4 NO CHALLENGE TOO GREAT

Karin Riddle, WHS Parent

he WHS Robotics Team
I competition challenges
have been successfully met
this year with a sleek robot packed
full of concepts new to the team.
This yearés FIRST robotics
challenge was to build a robot that
could play a soccerlike game
while maneuvering under or over
several foot high &édspeed bumpsbd
and suspending itself from a tower
above these 6speed bumps. 6

The team designed a robot
with two distinctly new features
never utilized by the RoboRebels.
First was a unique O6crab drivebd

system that allowed the robot to Robot on the field

maneuver quickly in any direction

without changing the direction of the actual robot But these challenges are only part of what makes

(this is similar to those new self-parking features the Walpole High School RoboRebels (FIRST Robotics

found in newer car models). The second concept Team 1153, for those who hav
was a symbiotic relati onsReivplhueti wenedn tah & orroccbeo ttéos be r
sensors and the kicker mechanism where if the The Rebels have also set themselves a challenge; to

player couldndot see a balflgjbsec agwspe oxnfo ti*heténﬁpseeydearés
bumpso6, but the sensor cogwRled.gyt FegrkitGkers woaulkd at t he

automatically fire off the shot. These unique and 18t. Another challenge the team faces is the need to
difficult concepts helped the RoboRebels win the raise about $60,000 each year to be able to build and
Xerox Creativity Award at the Manchester compete in regional and national competitions. The
Regional for the inventive use of our sensors and RoboRebels are currently raffling off a pair of Red Sox
the Motorola Quality Award for the second year in tickets and are planning a can and bottle drive on

a row at the Boston Regi osgdday, juRe120Gr8ns ARIuMiINBIh bt the front
robust, and clean design in concept and parking lot at the Plimpton School in order to compete
fabrication. 0 next year.

Continued on page 10



